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RWE enters into partnership with Jan De Nul including 
long-term charter of next-generation installation 
vessels, securing construction of future offshore wind 
farms 

• World’s largest jack-up installation vessel “Voltaire” and heavy lift vessel “Les Alizés” 
will be deployed exclusively at RWE offshore wind construction projects 

• Long-term agreement secures vessel capacities in a tight market – for more than four 
years (Voltaire) and more than five years (Les Alizés) 

• First deployment is planned at RWE’s projects Thor in Denmark and  
Hollandse Kust West VII off the Dutch coast 

 

Essen, 12 June 2023 
 
Strong partnership: RWE has signed an agreement with Jan De Nul Group, a Luxembourg-
based leading provider of key maritime services, to secure the long-term usage of two next-
generation installation vessels for future offshore wind foundation and turbine construction. The 
charters are supported by a Service Agreement through which Jan De Nul Group will provide 
both in-house and market solutions and services, to support and perform installation 
campaigns for RWE’s offshore wind projects. Through these contracts RWE secures vessel 
capacities and services in a tight market. 
 
Sven Utermöhlen, CEO RWE Offshore Wind: “Europe needs more offshore wind power to reach 
its ambitious climate targets. We are already making a significant contribution and resolutely 
driving forward the future build-out of offshore wind in Europe and globally. Through this 
strategic partnership, RWE has taken a big step in securing the necessary installation vessels 
and services to deliver our large-scale offshore wind farms Thor and Hollandse Kust West VII, as 
well as further projects to come. These kinds of agreements are exactly what we need against 
the backdrop of the challenging market situation.” 
 
The partnership includes the exclusive and long-term charter of the two specialist next-
generation offshore installation vessels “Les Alizés” and “Voltaire”. Both can be used at RWE’s 
current and future offshore construction projects and, if needed, to run maintenance 
campaigns at its existing offshore wind fleet. 
 
“Les Alizés” has been chartered for more than five years, and is a purpose-built vessel designed 
for transporting, lifting and installing wind turbine foundations. With the ability to lift up to 
5,000 tonnes and with a deck loading capacity of 61,000 tonnes, she is future-proofed by 
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being capable of handling the scale and design of future foundations that will support the next 
generation of wind turbines. RWE plans to first deploy this vessel at its Danish offshore project 
Thor. Foundation installation works for this 1,000-megawatt wind farm are due to take place in 
2025. 
 
“Voltaire” is the world’s largest jack-up installation vessel with a crane capacity of 3,200 tonnes 
and approximately 130-metre long legs. Her innovative design makes the vessel highly suitable 
for the installation of next generation wind farms in deep waters. She has been chartered to 
RWE for more than four years, from 2027 onwards. Subject to the project’s final investment 
decision, RWE plans to first use this vessel to install the turbines of its Hollandse Kust West VII 
wind farm off the Dutch coast. 
 
Philippe Hutse, CEO of Jan De Nul Offshore Energy: “We are delighted to further step up our 
contribution to the worldwide energy transition through this long-term partnership. This multi-
year approach creates much-desired planning security for our state-of-the-art installation 
vessels and will allow safe and efficient installation of a large number of offshore wind farms.  
We look forward to the continued cooperation with our highly valued client RWE.”  
 
With this framework agreement, the two companies are continuing their cooperation. During 
2021 and 2022, Jan De Nul Group provided installation services supporting the construction 
of RWE’s offshore wind farm Kaskasi off the German coast. More recently, Jan De Nul Group 
has been awarded with the export and inter-array cable installation scopes on RWE’s Thor 
offshore wind farm. 
 

For further enquiries: Sarah Knauber 
Press spokesperson 
RWE Offshore Wind 
T +49 201 5179 5404 
E sarah.knauber@rwe.com 

 

Pictures for media use are available at the RWE Media Centre (credit: Jan De Nul Group) 

 
Jan De Nul Group 
Jan De Nul Group is a modern and innovative company that solves complex challenges of today’s society. Our talented people 
develop sustainable solutions that contribute to the energy transition, securing the future of the next generation. Our expertise lies in 
five main activities: offshore energy, dredging and maritime construction, civil construction, environmental activities and project 
development. We enable the production of offshore energy and maintain the depth of waterways. We build new ports and create 
extra land. We realise complex infrastructure works and erect any type of building. We tackle pollution in whatever form. From 
design and engineering to the execution and maintenance, we unburden our clients with overall solutions that combine one, several 
or even all activities. www.jandenul.com 
 
RWE 
RWE is leading the way to a green energy world. With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its 
powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally by 2030. RWE is investing more than €50 billion gross for this 
purpose in this decade. The portfolio is based on offshore and onshore wind, solar, hydrogen, batteries, biomass, and gas. RWE 
Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the attractive markets of Europe, 
North America, and the Asia-Pacific region. The company wants to phase out coal by 2030. RWE employs around 19,000 people 
worldwide and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all 
activities that cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction 
targets are in line with the Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life. 
 

mailto:sarah.knauber@rwe.com
https://rwe.canto.global/b/LV3VD
http://www.jandenul.com/
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Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current views, expectations and assumptions 
of management, and are based on information currently available to management. Forward-looking statements do not guarantee 
the occurrence of future results and developments and are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future 
results and developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to 
various factors. These factors primarily include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, 
developments on financial markets and changes in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws, 
in particular in respect of fiscal regulation, and other factors influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the 
company nor any of its affiliates undertakes to update the statements contained in this press release.  
 
Data Protection 
The personal data processed in connection with the press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection 
requirements. If you are not interested in continuing to receive the press release, please inform us at  
Datenschutz-kommunikation@rwe.com. Your data will then be deleted and you will not receive any further press releases from us in 
this regard. If you have any questions about our data protection policy or the exercise of your rights under the GDPR, please contact 
datenschutz@rwe.com. 
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